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SECTION C

Some defenses for flea season are

flea season across the

South. The tiny bouncing
blood-suckers were particular-
ly prolific due to a warm, moist
spring. And even if your pets
mostly remained inside, fleas
probably still managed to hitch
aride and set up residence in
your carpet and furniture.

So how should an itchy,
battle-weary homeowner pre-
pare for combat this flea sea-
son?

According to Dr. Susan
Graydon, a veterinarian at the
Eastmont Animal Clinic for
over 35 years, prevention is
the best approach to thwart a
flea invasion. This includes the
use of flea collars, pills or
monthly medicines applied to
the skin.

I ast year was a very active
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bor's sock drawer, Mars.

Step 2: Place cat in
sink. At this point, sud-
denly realizing you've
forgotten the shampoo
bottle, fetch it and re-
turn.

Step 3: Find cat and
place in sink, again.

Step 4: Place cotton
balls in cat’s ears. This is
not to prevent water
getting in, but to avoid
further frightening the
cat from your screams.

Step 5: Pour shampoo
in lukewarm water over
cat.

Step 6: Remove cat
from head, and return to
sink. Reach for towel to
wipe soap and blood from
eyes and face (yours).

Step 7: Find cat,
again.

Step 8: Return soapy,
wet, howling, scratching
cat to sink. Lather, rinse,
towel dry and release.

Step 9: Call 911 and
request blood transfu-
sion. While waiting for
ambulance, disinfect any
area where excrement
may have been depos-
ited; also check if the cat
left any.

Finally, having (bare-
ly) survived the cat
washing ordeal, we also

added this home remedy
to last year's anti-flea
arsenal:

Place a candle ina
large dish containing a
quarter inch of water
with a squirt of deter-
gent. Lay the pan on the
floor in the infected room
and light the candle just
before lights out. The
fleas, at least some of
them, will be attracted to
the heat, fall into the
soapy water, and drown.
Repeat for several
nights. It works. Really.

Admittedly, this is not
a typical “vet approved”
method of flea removal.
Nevertheless, awaking to
find a dozen bug corpses
floating in this lethal trap
is a small, yet gratifying
victory in the unrelent-
ing flea war.

But please note: nei-
ther the author nor this
publication accepts any
responsibility should
someone in your house
trip over the candle and
set the sofa on fire,
whilst fleeing from a
recently bathed, vindic-
tive cat.
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“Although it’s worse in
spring and summer, flea sea-
son in Alabama is really from
January to December!” Gray-
don said. “We just don’t have
long, cold winters in the South
to break the flea lifecycle. So
pets should be treated all year
long.”

Despite dutifully medicat-
ing our cat with a monthly
topical product in recent years,
treatment seemed completely
ineffective last year. This
doesn’t surprise Graydon.

“Studies have shown that in
some cities there are neigh-
borhoods where topical prod-
ucts are no longer effective
because fleas have become
resistant,” she explained. “But
new products are coming out
all the time to address that.
The best are combination prod-
ucts that also prevent heart-
worm in dogs and cats, such as
Advance Multi.”

In extreme cases of infesta-
tion, additional chemical treat-
ment of the house or pet may
be necessary.

One product we found effec-

tive was Enforcer Flea Spray,
available in most stores. After
a population of fleas estab-
lished their own country in our
living room last spring, the
Enforcer wiped them out al-
most immediately. I have no
problem with insect genocide.

Last year, we also resorted
to another line of defense:
bathing.

While this generally pre-
sents few problems for dogs,
it’s an entirely different matter
for cats. We used Adams Flea
& Tick Shampoo for Cats (also
from a local big-box store), and
it worked well.

Unfortunately it has one
disadvantage: You have to
shampoo the cat.

Flea issues aside, many
people incorrectly believe cats
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painful to pets, owners

are like self-cleaning ovens
and never need a good scrub
down. However, occasional cat
bathing is a good idea, espe-
cially during flea season.

But beware. Cats do have a
habit of transforming into
murderous, biting-scratching
demons when they hit the wa-
ter. Here's how a typical at-
tempt at cat bathing may un-
fold:

Step 1: Find cat. This may
be challenging, especially if
the cat suspects a bath is immi-
nent. Cats can be particularly
resourceful when it comes to
stealth tactics designed to
avoid baths, so check behind
the sofa, in the clothes dryer,
up the chimney, in your neigh-
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