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at work

Time is money for the Clock Man of Montgomery
Story and photos by Nick Thomas

century ago, families monitored the march

of time with mechanical clocks powered by

“oiled springs and weights attached to swinging
pendulums. But as electric and battery-operated clocks
became more popular after World War II, the antique
timepieces were relegated to attics and closets, or just
left to gather dust on shelves as curious mementos of a
past era — too precious to discard, but too bothersome
to maintain.

Today, these ancient mechanical keepers of time are
prized by collectors. But people are also resurrecting
their family’s old, broken clocks, according to clock
expert Tommy Williams of Montgomery.
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“It's the sound,” says Williams, 62, standing in his
east Montgomery home workshop. “That tick-tick-tick
noise will often bring back special memories of an
earlier time.”

Williams, who grew up in Georgia, should know.
The sound of his own mantel clock prompts childhood
memories of weekend visits to his grandparents’ one-
bedroom home where the clock loudly ticked the
night away.

“My granddaddy bought it used for $12 back in 1942
says Williams, who later inherited the timepiece. The
clock eventually stopped working, and Williams paid
several “experts” to fix it back in the '80s. They all failed.







